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7. TRANSFORMING

Cornell Notes

Use Cornell notes during one lesson this week. 
Was it a helpful method in this instance? Why/why not?
Would it be helpful in other instances? Why/why not?

Ta sk

Information sticks in your brain if you have to ‘do something’ with it. Cornell notes were developed by Walter Pauk at 
Cornell University in the 1950s in response to a number of students failing his classes. He sought a way to help them 
remember the content and it worked! By asking his students to question the content and rearrange it, he increased 
the chances of them remembering. Their ability to retain the content increased when they returned to the notes at 
intervals and added content or tried to answer the initial questions at a later date. 

You can use this method during class, or when taking notes from long pieces of text. 

https://learningessentials.auckland.ac.nz/key-study-skills/note-taking/cornell/

TUTOR
INITIALS

TOP TIP
Great for humanities or content-
heavy subjects like Biology, History, 
English,  or Economics. 




